
Meeting of Llanrhidian Lower Community Council  
held on Tuesday 9th September 2025 at 7.00pm at Llanrhidian Village Hall. 

 
Present:      
Chairperson:    Laurence Oliver  
Vice Chairperson:   
Councillors:    Sam Hughes Branwen Lloyd    Denise John 
Clerk to the Council:    Kathy Browning 
No: Agenda Items: Action 

1. 
 
2. 
 

 
 

 
 
3. 
 
 
4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. 
 
 
 
 
7. 
 
 
 
 
8. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Apologies for Absence: Councillors Dave Cowley and Jo Gooding 
 
Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday 8th July 2025: 
Minutes agreed as a true record, proposed and seconded by Cllrs Sam Hughes and Branwen Lloyd. 
Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday 18th June 2025: 
Minutes agreed as a true record, proposed and seconded by Cllrs Laurence Oliver and Denise John 
 
Declaration of Interest: 
Nil. 
 
Community engagement:  
Flyers will be printed and hand delivered as well as posted on the Facebook page and community council 
(CC) website. Cllr Lloyd will attend the One Voice Wales course on community engagement. 
The clerk will speak to Gower National Landscapes biodiversity team about assessing green spaces in the 
village for biodiversity projects and recommendations, which can be put forward to local residents for 
comment. 
 
Councillor Remuneration: 
The clerk outlined Determination 7 of the Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Annual Report. 
Payments for extra costs of working from home, set payment for consumables and attendance 
allowances were discussed. They must be offered to councillors although they are able to opt out of 
receiving them, which should be declared in writing. This will be considered when planning the annual 
budget. 
 
Events in Gower: 
Flyers asking for feedback from residents on the positive and negative aspects of large-scale events being 
held in Gower will be dropped through residents’ doors as well as posted on Facebook and the CC 
website. The clerk will get them printed. 
 
The Cross, Llanrhidian: 
The CC has had a quote of £2,220 to install three planters and a seat on The Cross plus a seat next to the 
bus stop across the road. The CC’s budget has been reviewed and updated and feedback from the 
Facebook post was positive so the project will go ahead.  
 
Matters arising from minutes: 

• A request for residents to report incidents officially instead of calling local officers on their mobiles 
has gone onto Facebook, it is difficult to increase police numbers if low numbers of incidents are 
being reported. 

• First Aid Course: Cllr Hughes is looking at including use of the critical bleed kits. 
• The bus stop at The Cross in Llanrhidian: Cllr Lewis very kindly agreed to fund a disabled access 

dropped curb on the B4271 side of the road but the issue of whether the bus stop is official or 
not was raised. The clerk will email Swansea Council regarding this before work goes ahead.  

• The CC needs to be able to offer remote attendance for its meetings and there isn’t any Wifi or 
reception currently in the hall. The clerk will look at options for resolving this. 

• First Response Vehicle: The Welsh Ambulance Service has introduced new categories for calls. 
There is now a Purple category for cardiac arrest and the Red category is for life-threatening 
emergencies and those at high risk of cardiac or respiratory arrest, including illnesses and 
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trauma. The clerk will write for clarification as to whether the local first response vehicle will still 
be called for Red categories as well as Purple and Falls calls.. 

 
Correspondence:  

• Gower Orchard Survey: A Gower orchard survey is ongoing and this information is being shared 
with local residents via Facebook. 

• A local resident asked if signposts could be put up directing traffic headed for Weobley Castle to 
stop them driving into Lower Leason, which has the same postcode. Weobley Castle have very 
kindly agreed to arrange this. 

• Bleed Kits: Correspondence has been received from One Voice Wales regarding the governance 
of critical bleed kits. Those in the local defibrillator cabinets have been placed there by The 
Heartbeat Trust (whose contact details are in the packs) and the CC has no objection to them 
being kept in the boxes. 

• Our Local Area Coordinator has emailed with details of digital support sessions being offered by 
Age Cymru and requesting support to cover venue hire costs. The CC is willing to support this but 
a venue with Wifi would be needed, the clerk will look into this. 

 
Planning Applications: 
2025/1514/FUL: Windfall, Oldwalls, Llanrhidian, Swansea, SA3 1HA. Side extension to existing garage to 
form a double garage, detached garden/office room, and installation of a gravelled access track and 
parking area. (Emailed 28/7 – no objections) 
2025/1710/TEM: Field 8753, Weobley Castle Farm, Llanrhidian, Swansea, SA3 1HB. Use of land for a 
caravan rally for a maximum of 30 units from 24th April 2026 to 26th April 2026 (inclusive) 
 
Swansea Planning Decisions: Nil.  

Other planning info:  

• Enforcement complaint – no further update. Kathy has emailed the planning department. 
 
Financial Report: 

• Bank balance at the end of August £6,333.72 
 
The council approved the following payments: 

Payment to Clerk plus expenses (x2) plus AED prep kit £389.33 
Installation of defib cabinet at The Dolphin plus signage  £41.94 
City & County of Swansea – planters and benches £2,220 
One Voice Wales - training £21 
Pulse Electrical – installation plus electrical connection of defib 
cabinet  

£141.65 (Paid 25/07/25) 

Other: 
• The Lloyds Bank account has been closed. 
• July’s payments have gone through. 
• Cllr Lloyd has agreed to become a signatory, the clerk will arrange this. 
• The CC agreed to the NJC recommended pay rise for the clerk and this will be backdated to April. 

 
Defibrillators: 
Defibrillator checks: 

• The Dolphin – Checked 
• North Gower Service Station – Checked 
• Oldwalls – Checked 
• Herons Way Garage - checked 

Other Issues: 
• The defibrillator at Heronsway Garage has been installed and is operational. 
• The pads on the defibrillator in Oldwalls have been replaced. 
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• The defibrillator cabinet at The Dolphin needs connecting to electricity and the CC has agreed to 
pay Pulse Electrical to do this. 
 

Highways Issues: ongoing 
• Water running downhill into Mill Lane from drains at Llanrhidian Cross. Monitor. 
• Malt Hall – Cars are speeding along Malt Hall, Cllr. Richard Lewis dealing with this – no update. 

The speed limit here is now 20mph. 
• Speeding through Oldwalls: GoSafe are now regularly speed checking in Oldwalls. The community 

council is seeking permission to install large, white village gateway signs at either end. 
• One of the streetlights by the school is not working. 

 
Footpaths: 

• The well-used, ancient footpath that accesses the church through The Dolphin carpark has been 
acknowledged and is in process of being re-instated but can take two years. 

• The broken / missing footpath signs by The Greyhound and Copperstone House were due to be 
replaced last financial year, Kathy has chased this up. 

 
Policies for update: 
The grant policy has been updated and was agreed by the council. 
 
Any Other Business: 

• Cllr Denise John is stepping down as a community councillor. We will be very sad to see her go and 
thank her for the many years she has given to the council and community. 

• Vehicles speeding down Mill Lane has been raised as an issue. Speed bumps are very expensive 
and outside of the community council or local council budgets. The clerk will contact Swansea 
Council to see what our options are as to slowing traffic down. 

• Wild camping has been noted on and around Cefn Bryn. Signs that have previously been put up 
have been taken down. 
 

Date and time of next meeting:  Tuesday 11th November 
 

Meeting closed at 9.20pm 
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