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Llanrhidian Lower Community Council Annual Report 2024 /25

Council Members

Chair: Samantha Hughes
Vice Chair:  Laurence Oliver
Councillors: Denise John
Dave Cowley
Jo Gooding
Clerk: Kathy Browning

You can contact the councillors directly using the contact details on the community council (CC)
website llanrhidianlowercommunitycouncil.co.uk or email the clerk at llccclerk@gmail.com.

Summary of the year from the Chair

Thanks to our councillors who give their time voluntarily and for all the work that they have
done this year. Thank you to all our residents who attended meetings, raised matters and
contributed to discussions.

In our regular meetings over the course of the year councillors have dealt with a range of issues,
from highways, speeding and the bus stop to planning. We hope to extend biodiversity work in
the future to look at community projects such as bird boxes, bat boxes and swift callers as some
examples. We continue to communicate to Swansea Highways on matters of concern such as
potholes and encourage residents to continue to report their matters of concern too. Our work
also includes the management and maintenance of a network of defibrillators covering the whole
community area.

We have made representations on matters of local policing, ambulance delays, and the limited
use of the First Response Vehicle and we will keep the local community updated regarding these
matters.

We were successful in applying for UK Government funded Rural Anchor grant for the marquee
in the grounds of Llanrhidian Primary School.

Our revised grants policy has helped clarify what we can support and can be found on our
website. We have set the 25/26 precept* at £7,500 for the coming yeat.

*precept is the amount of money collected from your council tax to support the community council work
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Council Meetings

The community council meets on the second Tuesday of the month at least every other month.
Occasionally we need to move meetings to be quorate, but it is our aim to maintain a regular
schedule. The list of dates and venues can be found on our website. If anyone would like to
attend a meeting, in face or online, please contact the clerk.

Financial Overview 24/25

Opening bank balance: £2,264
Total income: £13,015

Governance / statutory costs: £3,617
Community maintenance costs £1,069
Grants and community support £6,654
Total expenditure: £11,340

Closing bank: £3,940

Key expenditure
e Governance costs are costs that we are unable to avoid, and are necessary for us comply
with our statutory duties. They seem a significant % because we are a small CC with a
small precept. They include:
o The cost of a Clerk
Annual audit
Insurance
Website hosting
Hall/chutrch room Hire for meetings
Councillor training
Membership fees
o Bank charges

O O O O OO

e Community Maintenance costs mainly comprise of costs associated with flowers, a
speeding survey and the defibrillators

e Grants were awarded to
o The Air Ambulance
o The Royal British legion
o The CC also received a grant from the Rural Anchor Fund, funded by the UK
Government, for £6,000 to cover the hire of the marquee in the grounds of
Llanrhidian Primary School.

e Discretionary spend included the Llanrhidian Christmas tree.
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Key Matters

e Letters were dispatched requesting a review of the current system for calling out the first
response vehicle by the Welsh Ambulance Service Trust. This is still ongoing.

e A speed survey was conducted in Oldwalls and meetings held with our local PCSO.
GoSafe are now monitoring speeds on a regular basis and the CC is looking into costs
and permission for village gateway signs.

e A litter picking meet was held and storage of equipment organised in the village hall.

e Wildflower planting was organised in the village as well as hanging baskets.

Policies
The Standing Orders, financial policy and training plan were updated.

Training

The clerk completed the Introduction to Local Administration.
Other courses attended by members were;

Equality & Diversity

Use of IT, Websites and Social Media.

Biodiversity Pt 1 and 2

Making Effective Grant Applications

What to look out for and where you can contribute

Biodiversity:

The CC is looking for ideas to promote biodiversity in the area, if you have any ideas, we would
love to hear from you.

Community Engagement:

We are planning community engagement for 2025/26 and would like your feedback and input
on our plans. All CC meetings are open for anyone to attend and raise questions. You can
contact the councillors directly using the contact details on the community council website
llanrhidianlowercommunitycouncil.co.uk or email the clerk at llccclerk@gmail.com.

Communication
The CC website and village Facebook pages.

Recruitment

The CC is always looking to improve its diversity and ensure it is representative of our
community as far as possible. Please let us know if you are interested and especially if have an
interest in biodiversity or any matters that affect local residents.

Projects, Events and Clubs
Check our grant policy for financial assistance. Let us know what you are doing, we are keen to
learn.
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