Meeting of Llanrhidian Lower Community Council
held on Tuesday 12" November 2024 at 7.00pm at Llanrhidian Village Hall.

Present:
Chairperson: Sam Hughes
Vice Chairperson: Laurence Oliver
Councillors: Dave Cowley
Clerk to the Council: Kathy Browning
No: | Agenda Items: Action
1. |Apologies for Absence: Councillors Jo Gooding and Denise John
2. | Minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 8" October 2024:
Minutes agreed as a true record, proposed and seconded by Cllrs Sam Hughes and Dave Cowley.
3. | Declaration of Interest:
Nil
4. |Matters arising from minutes:
e Litter Picking equipment — The council will source a storage cabinet to be sited at the village hall. DJ
e The new Gower LAC will attend a meeting early next year.
e Policing — we are currently down to 1 police officer and 1 PCSO. Data is being collected with help
from a local MS in order to tackle the lack of policing in Gower.
e The Love Trails Festival: The council has written to the secretary of the licensing committee and
has also made a representation regarding continued extension of licenses and the noise levels.
The hearing is on 4" December and will be attended by two councillors.
e Malthall flats — Kathy to chase up garden maintenance.
e The bus stop at The Cross in Llanrhidian — A timetable has been put up and the overgrowth cut
back. Kathy will ask again about getting a bin installed. KB
5. | Correspondence: An offer of a digital assessment has been received from One Voice Wales. The majority
of the assessment is not relevant to the community council. It was decided that Kathy would take a closer KB
look and, if she feels it could be helpful, will complete the check.
6. | Planning Applications:
New: Nil
Swansea Planning Decisions:
2024/1462/FUL: Windfall Llanrhidian Swansea SA3 1HA. Addition of external flue to main dwelling house,
detached workshop and creation of gravel hardstanding. Approve.
2024/1618/FUL: Big House Mill Lane. SA3 1ER. Two storey and single storey front extensions, first floor
side extension and fenestration alterations. Refuse.
Other planning info:
e Enforcement complaint — no further update. Kathy has emailed the planning department.
e The community Council was updated on a planning complaint regarding land adjacent to The Croft,
Llanrhidian.
7. | Financial Report:

e Bank balance on 21% October £4,342.13
Approve payments:

e Payment to Clerk plus expenses.

e Llanrhidian Community Hall — hire

e One Voice Wales — clerk training

e  Wales Air Ambulance

e Royal British Legion




Other:

e Banking — Lloyds will now start charging for its bank account. It was decided to open a Unity Trust
Bank account as recommended by most other councils. Kathy to start this.

e The council went through the budget and forecast for 2025/26, it was agreed to request a £7,500
Precept (an increase of £500) to cover an increase in administrative fees, the risk of having to
replace two of the older defibrillators and the potential changes to the community council
boundaries.

e The council agreed to fund the clerk attending part two of the biodiversity course.

e The council agreed to the recommended pay rise for the clerk for 2024/2025.

e The council agreed to outsource the council’s payroll at a cost of £10 per month in order to avoid
potential fines, which can be significant.

e Appropriate Sum under section 137 is £11.10 for the financial year 25/26.

Defibrillators:
Defibrillator checks:
e The Dolphin — Checked
o North Gower Service Station — Checked
e Oldwalls — Checked
Other Issues:
e The cabinet at Heronsway Garage will be installed once the electricity supply has been installed.
e The council will approach Ebenezer Chapel in Oldwalls regarding payment for electricity used by
the defibrillator and putting a sign on the outside wall as it is not easy to see from the road.

Highways Issues: ongoing

e Water running downbhill into Mill Lane from drains at Llanrhidian Cross. Monitor.

e Malt Hall — Cars are speeding along Malt Hall, Cllr. Richard Lewis dealing with this — no update.
Mill Lane and Malt Hall are now 20mph due to the extension of the 20mph stretch in Llanrhidian.
Kathy has asked the Traffic department if there can be markings on the road or signs to remind
drivers. Speed roundels (road markings) cannot be added due to regulations on restricted roads
but speed camera signs could be installed, Swansea Council will consider Malt Hall and Mill Lane
as these are rolled out in Swansea.

e Speeding through Oldwalls:

Speed Survey Oldwalls, Llanrhidian 13*" — 19*" October 2024 - Results

Total No. of Vehicles 85% Speed
Eastbound 5370 39.6mph
Westbound 5079 30.9mph

Despite the fact that there is an issue with speeding through the village (15% of eastbound cars
are exceeding 40mph despite the 30mph limit) Swansea Council do not get Road Safety Grant
Funding without statistical evidence of Personal Injury Collisions provided by the Police and so, at
present, no action is to be taken by Swansea Council. The community council is hoping to work
with them in order to find ways to alleviate the problem and will look at costs of village gateway
signs or the possibility of road narrowings at either end of the village.

e Curbs need raising on pavement towards the Purple Badger. Kathy has taken pictures and reported
it to Highways. Kathy has chased this up.

Footpaths:
e The well-used, ancient footpath that accesses the Church through The Dolphin carpark has been
acknowledged and is in process of being re-instated but can take two years.
e The broken / missing footpath signs by The Greyhound and Copperstone House are due to be
replaced this financial year.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Policies for update:
To be discussed at the next meeting.

Cefn Bryn:

The distruction of a protected Site of Special Scientific Interest due to motorbikes and quadbikes racing on
the lower part of Cefn Bryn was discussed; these are not local farmers tending to their livestock as is
permitted. Cllr Sam Hughes attended a meeting with the Police, Gower Landscapes and a local resident.
The Police have agreed to address this and seize any motor vehicles found to be doing this, under section
59 of the Police Reform Act 2002, warning information will be circulated on social media.

The community council has also been contacted about shooting on Cefn Bryn and the Cefn Bryn
Commoners have been informed.

The Crossing in Llanrhidian

The community council discussed how to make the crossing area between Heronsway Garage and the
school safer given the number of buses that park there, cars not slowing to 20mph and school children
that need to cross the road. Buses have been parking across the pavement by the garage, on the road
towards Penclawdd, blocking it for pedestrians but Clir Hughes has brought this to the attention of the
Police and this has now stopped. An alternative space for buses to wait was discussed and some advice
from ClIr Richard Lewis and local landowners will be sought. Introducing a pelican crossing was also
discussed and information regarding road safety grants will be looked at.

Any Other Business:

e The councillors discussed the First Response Vehicle and why it isn’t being used and has asked for
an update from Clir Lewis.

e ‘Please clean up after your dog’ signs on stakes to go on grassed areas, Kathy to purchase these.

e VG9 - no reply from original letter, which was sent in 2022.

o Wildflower planting - to be looked at in the January meeting.

e A council newsletter is planned for November/December. This can go in the new Gower
Community magazine.

Date and time of next meeting:
Tuesday 14" January @ 7.00pm Llanrhidian Hall
Meeting closed at 8.40pm




