
Meeting of Llanrhidian Lower Community Council  
held on Tuesday 11th June 2024 at 7.00pm at Llanrhidian Village Hall. 

 
Present: 
Chairperson:    Sam Hughes 
Vice Chairperson:  Laurence Oliver  
Councillors:    Denise John     Jo Gooding    Dave Cowley 
Clerk to the Council:    Kathy Browning 
No: Agenda Items: Action 
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Apologies for Absence:  
 
Minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 21st May 2024: 
Minutes agreed as a true record, proposed and seconded by Councillors Denise John and Jo Gooding.  
Minutes of AGM held on Tuesday 21st May 2024: 
Minutes agreed as a true record, proposed and seconded by Councillors Denise John and Jo Gooding.  
 
Declaration of Interest: 
Nil 
 
Matters arising from minutes: 

• Litter Pick equipment – Storage will either be at the village hall in a locked cabinet or with one of 
the local farmers - one of the councillors will approach regarding this. 

• Village signs and Cefn Bryn signs – Discuss in September.  
• Kathy will invite the new Gower LAC to a meeting.  
• Noise complaint due to live music being played outside – not a problem during the winter, to be 

monitored over summer months. 
Correspondence: 

• The council will look into contacting the South Wales Police and crime Commissioner regarding 
the lack of police officers in Gower.  

• The council discussed the Draft Proposals Report regarding the new community boundaries. This 
is only at the proposals stage and recommends merging Llanrhidian Lower CC and Llangennith, 
Llanmadoc & Cheriton CC to form Gower North or Gogledd Gŵyr. The council feels that it would 
be difficult to address issues from all wards in the time designated for the community council 
meetings and there would be considerably fewer councillors representing the wards, which have 
differing needs. It was also noted that reducing the number of councillors does not significantly 
reduce costs as the councillors are volunteers. This will be fed back to the commission. Kathy will 
outline the recommendations on our Facebook page. 

• COAST activity grant funding is available for activities targeted at children, young people, their 
families and older people. Kathy to check if this can be used for next year’s celebrations of 80 
years since the end of WW11. 
 

Planning Applications: 
New:     

• 2024/0906/S73 - Springfield, Llanrhidian. SA3 1ED. Variation of Conditions. No objections. 
Decisions: 

• 2024/0740/PRE - Big House Llanrhidian. Replacement semi-detached dwelling. Mixed. 
 
Other planning info:  

• Enforcement complaint – no further update. Kathy to check. 
• Regarding the Jo Po festival at Weobley Castle, the hearing resulted in Sunday hours being reduced 

by 30 minutes. The council is looking at surveying local residents later in the year regarding their 
opinion of local festivals. 

 
Financial Report: 

• Payment to Clerk. 
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• Bank balance – £4,002.39 
 
Invoices to be paid: 

• Zurich Insurance £241 
• Internal auditor £75 
• C&C of Swansea, wildflowers £297 

Other: 
• Banking – Try to organise online banking, look at Unity Bank as an alternative. 

 
Annual report: 
The internal auditor’s report was read out to the council and the annual return approved and signed off. 
 
Defibrillators: 
Defibrillator checks: 

• The Dolphin – Checked 
• North Gower Service Station – Checked 
• Oldwalls – Checked 

Other Issues: 
• Arrange to get defibrillator cabinets fitted in Oldwalls, at Heronsway Garage and the Dolphin. The 

cabinet in Oldwalls is being fitted and once that is done it is hoped that the same contractor will 
fit the other two. NHS Wales will not deliver new defibrillator until Heronsway box is fitted and 
operational. 

• The defibrillator in Oldwalls has been returned. 
• The dolphin pads expire in August, Kathy to order new ones. 

 
Highways Issues: 
The following have been bought to the attention of the highways department and have yet to be rectified:  

• Mill Lane and its state of disrepair.  Kathy to take pictures and report to Highways. 
• Water running downhill into Mill Lane from drains at Llanrhidian Cross. Monitor. 
• Malt Hall – Cars are speeding along Malt Hall, Cllr. Richard Lewis dealing with this – no update. 
• Concerns, large vans parking on pavement at Whitford Mews – monitor pavement for dipping. 

This is not currently a problem. 
• Speed reduction measures through Oldwalls village. No extra warning signs will be put up by 

Highways as there have been no recorded Personal Injury Collisions in the last three years. A speed 
survey will cost £349 and the council has decided to go ahead with this. It is also looking at village 
gateway signs to try and slow traffic, permission to install these will be needed. 

• The road from Llanrhidian to Llangennith is categorised as a C road and this cannot be changed. 
Swansea Highways have said that they will assist with traffic concerns – to be chased up. 

• Signage on the road from Llanrhidian to Oldwalls.  The round 30mph signs have faded and are 
unreadable, residents have painted them themselves to try to slow traffic down – The council is 
aware of this and they are due to be replaced shortly. 

• Curbs need raising on footpath, which is becoming dangerous, towards caravan site. Kathy to take 
pictures and report to Highways. 

• Cefn Bryn – the car park at Cefn Bryn is in a dreadful state, it is down to bare rock and difficult to 
park on, also pathways are deteriorating due to amount of rain – the chairman of the Commoners 
Association will be invited to discuss the parking area. 

• Buses at Llanrhidian garage – 3 buses frequently present. They had recently started parking on the 
road by the Cross, opposite Mill Lane making it difficult to pull out from B4271 but Cllr Hughes 
sent some pictures of the problem to the bus company and this seems to have stopped. 

New Issues: 
• A resident has written to the council pointing out that drivers are still speeding past the school 

despite the 20mph signs and the speed bumps, which are not positioned to slow traffic where the 
children approach the school on foot. Kathy to include this in discussions with Highways regarding 
speeding through Oldwalls and will also ask GoSafe if they can put a unit outside the school. 

• The Open Reach pole has been reinstated but the old cables are still on the ground. Kathy to 
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contact Open Reach to see if his can be removed. 
• It has been noticed that the roadside hedgerows are being cut once a year instead of twice. Given 

the importance of the hedges for biodiversity, it was suggested that we only request further 
cutting of hedges when there is a risk due to poor visibility for vehicles.  

• The Cabinet Secretary for Transport has written asking town and community councils to give 
feedback to the National Listening Programme on 20mph. The council agreed unanimously to 
recommend 20mph along Malt Hall, Mill Lane and through Oldwalls. 

 
Footpaths: 

• The well-used, ancient footpath that accesses the Church through The Dolphin carpark – been 
acknowledged, in process of being re-instated but can take two years. 

• The broken / missing footpath signs by The Greyhound and Copperstone House are due to be 
replaced this financial year. 

 
Standing orders, Financial Regulations and Training Plan: 
All three were unanimously accepted and adopted by the council. Kathy will keep note of staff training. 
 
 
Any Other Business: 

• Kathy will update the council website regarding councillor vacancies and biodiversity. 
• ‘Please clean up after your dog’ signs on stakes to go on grassed areas, examples were distributed 

and better diagrams are needed. 
• VG9 – no reply from original letter, find out if situation resolved. 
• The council discussed the possibility of taking on the planting of wildflowers next year and maybe 

including the school in a project. To be looked at again in the January meeting. 
• A council newsletter is planned for November/December. 

 
Date and time of next meeting:  

Tuesday 16th July @ 7.00pm Llanrhidian Hall 
Meeting closed at 8.53pm 
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